
CHAPTER 16

HEALTH AND SAFETY

ARTICLE I – TRASH COLLECTORS


16-1-1
DEFINITIONS.  As used in this Chapter, the words, “garbage” and “rubbish” have the following meanings:


(A)

“Garbage”.  Wastes resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking and consumption of food; wastes from the handling, storage and sale of produce.


(B)

“Rubbish”.  Combustible trash, including, but not limited to paper, cartons, boxes, barrels, wood, excelsior, wood furniture, bedding; non-combustible trash, including, but not limited to, metals, tin cans, metal furniture, dirt, small quantities of rock and pieces of concrete, glass, crockery, other mineral waste; street rubbish, including, but not limited to street sweepings, dirt, catch-basin dirt, contents of litter receptacles, provided, however, that refuse shall not include earth and wastes from building operations, nor shall it include solid wastes resulting from industrial processes and manufacturing operations such as food processing wastes, boiler house cinders, lumber, scraps and shavings.


(C)

“Yard Waste”.  Material such as tree branches, yard trimmings, leaves and grass.


16-1-2
LICENSE REQUIRED.  No person shall engage in the business as a residential or commercial collector of garbage and rubbish unless having first made application and secured a license from the City.  The fee shall be Fifty Dollars ($50.00) per year.  (Ord. No. 1192; 12-10-01)

16-1-3
LICENSE.  The license shall be for the calendar year of the City, commencing on January 1st and expiring on December 31st.

16-1-4
APPLICATION FOR LICENSE.  Upon application for a license, the person applying for same shall furnish the City Clerk, along with the application, proof of insurance in the amount of Three Hundred Thousand/One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000/$100,000) liability and property damage, and at that time, they shall file with the Clerk a rate schedule for services to be performed for a residential application.  The rate schedule shall set forth the type of service to be offered and the price for same, including the size and number of cans per pickup for the charge, the charge for any extra cans, the charge for the bags, the size of the bags, and the charge for bundles and size of the bundles; also a rate schedule shall include an unlimited service charge; the schedule shall set forth whether this is once-a-week or twice-a-week pickup.


The rate schedule shall also set forth the day or days of each week that the collector shall schedule his pickup within the City.  The rate schedule as filed shall be valid for one (1) year and the licensee shall not be permitted to increase the price on the schedule for a period of one (1) year from the date of filing of the rate schedule.  The rate schedule shall be effective upon approval by the City Council.


16-1-5
TRUCK REQUIREMENTS; CLEANLINESS, ETC.  The firm for the handling of collection of trash shall be of good character and give evidence that the equipment used by him is adequate for the purposes intended.  The successful firm shall have a truck or trucks which shall be so designed that garbage and rubbish which is collected will be covered at all times or placed in containers that will be covered at all times, except in the loading of garbage or rubbish, so that offensive odors are not permitted to permeate the air and cause a nuisance within the City.  The trucks and all containers in which garbage is collected and transported shall be cleaned daily and the collector shall not collect any garbage on any day without having a clean truck and hand containers if containers are used.


16-1-6
PARKED GARBAGE TRUCKS.  No truck carrying garbage or rubbish, or both, shall be parked or be permitted to stand anywhere in the City except as provided for in Section 16-1-11, any longer than is necessary to pick up containers provided that the standing of such vehicle was made necessary by mechanical trouble, traffic conditions, accident or obedience to the direction of policemen or traffic signals, shall not be considered a violation of this Code.


16-1-7
TRUCK WASTEWATERS.  A garbage truck or other equipment shall not be washed on City streets or public property and will not be washed where the wastewaters will cause any offensive odors to adjoining property owners.


16-1-8
WINDBLOWN GARBAGE UNLAWFUL.  It shall be unlawful to place garbage or rubbish in such a manner as to allow the same to be blown by the wind onto the property of other residents.


16-1-9
GARBAGE FALLING FROM TRUCK.  It shall be unlawful to deposit or permit to fall from any vehicle any garbage, refuse or ashes on any public street or alley in the City; provided that this Code shall not be construed to prohibit placing garbage, refuse, or ashes in a container complying with the provisions of this Code, preparatory to having such material collected and disposed of in the manner provided herein.


16-1-10
GARBAGE ON PREMISES UNLAWFUL.  The fact that garbage or rubbish remains on an occupant’s premises in the City in violation of this Chapter shall be prima facie evidence that the occupant of such premises is responsible for the violations of the Chapter occurring.


16-1-11
LOCATION OF YARDS FOR EQUIPMENT.  A licensee shall designate the location of the yards on which his equipment will be parked while not in use and the equipment shall not be parked within the City limits unless the designated location shall not create, in the opinion of the City Council, any nuisance for adjoining property owners.


The licensee shall have as additional equipment, a truck for the disposal of large or unusual items of rubbish which cannot be placed in the designated containers and shall have available for such pickups such equipment at least one (1) day each week, or on such additional days as may be necessary to satisfy the needs of the public.


16-1-12
INDUSTRY, CONSTRUCTION, ETC.  Nothing in this Code shall be deemed to prevent or regulate the hauling of rubbish or refuse from industrial processes, from construction projects or other matter not normally collected on a regular schedule and haulers of rubbish, not normally collected in regular collections, shall be excused from the requirements of obtaining a collector’s license as provided in this Chapter.


16-1-13
REVOCATION OF PERMIT.  If the licensee fails to perform any service according to his application and rate schedule, the Mayor may revoke his permit.

(See 65 ILCS 5/11-19-1 et seq.)

ARTICLE II - DEBRIS


16-2-1
APARTMENT BUILDING DEBRIS.  It shall be illegal to store personal property, personal effects ad personal items in the hallways of apartment buildings located within the City.  It shall also be illegal to permit waste, clutter, papers, debris and garbage to be placed or stored in the hallways of apartment buildings located within the City limits of the City of Staunton.


16-2-2
OWNER’S RESPONSIBILITY.  Owners of apartment buildings shall not allow their tenants to store personal property, personal effects or other personal items in the hallways of such apartment buildings.  The owners of apartment buildings shall not allow their tenants to store or place in the hallways of such apartment buildings clutter, waste, paper, garbage or other debris.

16-2-3
STORAGE.  Should the owner of any apartment building allow the storage of personal property, personal items or personal effects or allow the storage or accumulation of waste, garbage, clutter and debris in the hallways, the owner of such apartment building shall be notified by certified mail of that fact and be given three (3) days in which to remedy the situation.  Should the situation not be remedied after three (3) days notice, the City shall have the right to enter such apartment building and remove the items from the hallway and dispose of the same.  Any bills or expense incurred by the City in removing it, disposing of such items, shall be billed to the property owner.


[ED. NOTE:  See Section 1-1-20 or 1-1-21 for penalty.]

ARTICLE III – OPEN BURNING


16-3-1

DEFINITIONS.  Unless the context otherwise requires the words and phrases herein defined are used in this Article in the sense given them in the following definitions:


“Agricultural Waste” means any refuse, except garbage and dead animals, generated on a farm or ranch by crop and livestock production practices including such items as bags, cartons, dry bedding, structural materials, and crop residues but excluding landscape waste.


“Garbage or Household Trash” means refuse resulting from the handling, processing, preparation, cooking and consumption of food or food products, including plastic containers.


“Landscape Waste” means any vegetable or plant refuse, except garbage and agricultural waste.  The term includes trees, tree trimmings, branches, stumps, brush, weeds, leaves, grass, shrubbery, and yard trimmings.


“Open Burning” means the combustion of any matter in such a way that the products of the combustion are emitted to the open air without originating in or passing through equipment for which a permit could be issued under Section 9(b) of the Environmental Protection Act of the State of Illinois.


16-3-2

BURNING PROHIBITED.  It shall be unlawful to cause or allow open burning of agricultural waste, household trash or garbage.


16-3-3

RESTRICTIONS ON BURNING OF LANDSCAPE WASTE.  The burning of landscape waste shall be permitted only on the following conditions:


(A)

All landscape waste shall be burned on the premises on which such waste was generated; and


(B)

Landscape waste consisting solely of leaves may be burned in a ditch adjoining the roadway next to the property, however, the property owner is responsible for removing all post-burn residue generated by said leaf burning from the ditch, and said owner is also expressly responsible for meeting the requirements of paragraphs (D) and (F) below; and

(C)

Landscape waste shall be burned only when atmospheric conditions shall readily dissipate contaminants; and

(D)

Landscape waste may be burned only if such burning does not create a visibility hazard on roadways, walkways, or railroad tracks; and,

(E)

Open burning of landscape waste from December 16 through October 14th may only take place on Fridays and Saturdays, from sunrise to sunset, with a person over eighteen (18) years of age in attendance during the entire period of burning.  Open burning of landscape waste from October 15 through December 15 may only take place from sunrise to sunset, with a person over eighteen (18) years of age in attendance during the entire period of burning.  (Ord. No. 1506; 11-09-09)

(F)

No open burning of landscape waste shall be permitted on any streets or roadways; and,

(G)

No open burning shall occur during periods of time when the Fire Chief or the Chief of Police have determined that atmospheric conditions or local circumstances make such fires hazardous and dangerous.  (Ord. No. 978; In Part)
(H)

No open burning shall be permitted within twenty-five (25) feet of any structure.  (Ord. No. 1303; 09-12-05)

16-3-4

EXCEPTIONS.  Devices commonly known as outdoor fireplaces such as chimineas, and charcoal/gas grills are excepted from the requirements of this Article, so long as said devices are not utilized for, and are not designed to have as their primary purpose, the burning of landscape waste or materials otherwise prohibited from burning by this Article, and are instead burning wood in the case of the outdoor fireplaces, and charcoal/propane/natural gas in the case of outdoor grills.  

Furthermore, outdoor wood-burning fireplaces whose primary purpose is to provide heating for an attached residence are also exempted from the requirements of this Article.  (Ord. No. 1303; 09-12-05)

16-3-5

PERMITS.  Any individual, business, or organization seeking in advance to deviate from the requirements of this Article, shall first seek and obtain, in writing, the permission of both the City Council and Fire Chief, and shall agree as part of said burn permit approval process to be fully responsible for fire protection on the property where the burn is to be located, and for any and all resulting property damage from said fire related activity.  Persons seeking to obtain a burn permit shall pay at the time of filing of the application, a non-refundable fee to the City in the amount of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per application, and shall also provide the following information: name, address and phone number of the City resident who agrees to assume liability for the requested burning; the date of the proposed burn; the time frame of the proposed burn; the purpose of the proposed burn; and any and all other information which the applicant feels may be relevant for consideration by the City Council.  Said burn permit application is to be dated and filed with the City Clerk’s office no less than one (1) month prior to the proposed burn date so as to allow adequate time for consideration and deliberation by the City Council.  Under no circumstance shall the applicant be granted permission to burn materials otherwise prohibited to be burned by City Ordinances and/or State and Federal laws and regulations.  (Ord. No. 1303; 09-12-05)


16-3-6

LANDSCAPE WASTE DUMPING AUTHORIZED.  Citizens of Staunton are hereby authorized, in accordance with the provisions of this Section, to deposit their own residential Landscape Waste at the City’s lagoon property located at 1217 Bunker Hill Road, Staunton, Illinois.  Deposits are to be made outside the entrance gate on top of the existing pile located just Southeast of the entrance gate in the small clearing next to the drive.


Staunton residents interested in dumping landscape waste shall first be required to secure a license allowing same from City Hall.  Individuals who apply and pay for a license to dump shall receive an annual license as in the form of a sticker, which license shall be good from January 1 through December 31 of the year in which the license/sticker was issued.  Fees to authorize dumping shall be assessed at Five Dollars ($5.00) for the remainder of calendar year 2012, and Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) per year thereafter, subject to modification by Resolution by the City Council.


The lagoon dump site shall be secured by fence and locked gate, and dumping as authorized herein shall only be permitted during hours established by the City Council.  Dumping occurring outside of the permitted hours or in any way in violation of this Section, shall subject the offender to prosecution and punishment as established herein.  The initial permitted days/hours shall be on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 8:00 A.M. to Noon, provided that the gate is unlocked and the dump location is open.


The permit/license issued shall apply on a per-household basis.  Proper identification shall be shown by any individual entering the lagoon premises, and the individual seeking to dump landscape waste must be a family member of the license/permit holder and residing at the same address as the permit/license holder.


No commercial deposits shall be permitted or authorized, nor shall any resident be permitted or authorized to deposit Landscape Waste from property other than their own.  No bags or containers may be left behind.  Only bio-degradable waste shall be deposited.  No grass cutting/bagged-grass dumping shall be permitted.  No construction materials, bricks, blocks, stone, treated lumber or treated landscape timber, fence wire, fabric, plastic of any kind, planters, steel, iron, garbage, junk, refuse, tires, paint cans, solvents or other bio-hazards or EPA controlled waste substances are permitted.  Violations of this Section are punishable in accordance with the City’s standard penalty provisions for Ordinance Violations, and may subject the violator to daily fines from One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) to Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($750.00) per occurrence, per day that the violation continues.

(Ord. No. 1646; 10-22-12)

ARTICLE IV – HEALTH REGULATIONS


16-4-1
DENSE SMOKE.  It shall be unlawful to cause or permit the emission of dense smoke from any fire, chimney, engine, oil burner or any other agency in the City so as to cause annoyance or discomfort to the residents thereof.


16-4-2
ALLEYS OFF LIMITS TO GARBAGE TRUCKS.
(A)

Unlawful Use.  It shall be unlawful for all residents of the City of Staunton, except as otherwise noted herein, to deposit any containers or receptacles containing garbage, refuse or recyclable materials for the purpose of trash collection and pickup on or near any alleyway in the City of Staunton.

(B)

Location of Receptacles.  All trash containers placed for pickup and hauling by any public or private garbage or trash collection service or recyclers shall be placed on the curb of the main street or thoroughfare adjacent to the resident’s property from which the garbage or trash is to be collected and no earlier than twenty-four (24) hours prior to the time that the trash is to be collected.

(C)

Trucks Prohibited.  It shall be unlawful for any garbage truck or similar conveyance used for the purpose of trash collection and hauling or recycling to travel on the alleys or use any alley in the City for trash collection purposes.


(D)

Exceptions.  It shall be unlawful for any person to deposit containers in any place other than as above designated.  However an exception shall exist for the following areas of Staunton where non-alley pickup is impracticable:


One block north of Main Street to one block south of Main Street (in the business district only).


Nothing in this Article shall affect the use of dumpsters on private property.  However trucks shall not use alleyways to obtain access to dumpsters on private property, nor shall dumpsters be placed in such a manner that they are only accessible for pickup and collection from alleyways.  (Ord. No. 981; 06-24-91)

16-4-3
HAZARDOUS WASTE MATERIAL.  It shall be unlawful for any person to deposit anywhere within the City, or anywhere subject to the jurisdiction of the City, any domestic or industrial waste containing toxic substances or polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) or any other hazardous waste or chemicals.  (Ord. No. 972)
[Supplement No. 9; 01-01-15]


